Technique for shortening angioplasty guide catheter length when therapeutic catheter fails to reach target stenosis.
Occasionally, the usable length of a balloon angioplasty or other therapeutic catheter is insufficient to reach the target stenosis. We describe a technique of shortening the guide catheter from the proximal end in vivo without removing the coronary guidewire. This permits greater projection of the therapeutic catheter to reach distal stenoses.